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the cultivation of the indigo plant, a very old Japanese
industry. Later, three companies were organised with
a view to obtaining Government subsidies. One company,
engaged in the manufacture of glycerin, with a capital of
3,000,000 yen, intends to take over the business of an oil
company at Osaka. The second company, manufacturing
medicines and chemicals, intends to specialise in the
manufacture of formalin and its derivatives, and in other
carbon compounds. This company will have a capital
of 500,000 yen, and will acquire the works of an existing
Japanese concern engaged in the production of acetic acid.
The third company produces medicines, and will have a
capital of 1,000,000 yen. The Japanese Government has
arranged to form a company for the manufacture of dye-
stuffs, with a capital of 8,000,000 yen. The first works
will be built in Tokio or Osaka, or in the north of Kuishin
(probably close to the Wakamatzu ironworks, whence
the necessary benzol will be obtained).
In Russia a syndicate was formed, composed of some
of the largest industrial concerns, for the establishment
of works for making dye-stuffs and for the erection of
special research laboratories. The assistance of a number
of technical chemists from Switzerland was obtained.
One of the reasons attributed for the failure of the
French to establish a coal-tar colour industry is the patent
legislation, according to which a new substance may be
made the subject of a patent, so that the inventor of a
much preferable method of production is unable to work
the new process until the patent for the substance itself
has expired. Many examples of such hindrance are
known. For instance, the indanthrenes, an important
class of dye-stuffs, were discovered and patented in "France,
but were eventually marketed by German firms because
the original process of production was less economical.
Prohibitive fiscal measures will not of themselves, it is
said, assure the building up of a coal-tar industry, for
success in this direction depends more on educational and
commercial considerations. Then there is the difficulty of
distinguishing for fiscal purposes between raw materials,
intermediate products, and finished products. For
example, the colourless leuco bases of triphenylmethane
M